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Hiroshima Field Trip - January 2024

On the first day, the MSDA participants visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum and other facilities, where they could observe A-bomb-related materials,
artifacts, and testimonies. At the Peace Memorial Park, Specially Appointed Associ-
ate Professor Nakano explained the significance of a landscape architect, Isamu
Noguchi's monument, and its historical context. The participants then took a tour of
Hiroshima City to expand their perspectives. On the second day, the MSDA partici-
pants visited Miyajima Island and the Itsukushima Shrine. They experienced a

unique atmosphere, unlike Tokyo, surrounded by forests, ancient shrines, and
temples. They were especially impressed by the magnificent vermilion Otorii (Grand Gate) standing offshore. They also

visited the Shishi-iwa Observatory and enjoyed the beautiful view of Hiroshima Bay and its small islands.

Graduation Ceremony - September 2024.

On September 19th, 2024, the graduation ceremony for the Master of Social Devel-
opment and Administration (MSDA) course was held. The MSDA course faculty, staff,
graduates of 2024, and their families and friends attended the ceremony.

Eight graduate students from Mozambique, Tonga, Honduras, India, Vietnam, and

China have completed their studies at Rikkyo University. The students have developed

strong relationships and will cherish their global friendships after graduation.

A New MSDA Faculty Member The fourth-term students have completed
“Crises such as climate change, natural disasters, pandemics, their enrollment
conflicts, disparity, and inequality are deeply interconnected and = The entrance ceremony took place on September
affect society today. MSDA supports research aimed at 19th, 2024, and the MSDA course welcomed 12
Ako MUTO identifying diverse barriers and exploring solutions to build a new students, making the fourth intake of
?,'r’gfﬂ:;lgrAPP°i“t‘*d society that safeguards dignity, livelihoods, and prosperity for students. They come from the Philippines,
all. I'm honored to be part of MSDA.” Ghana, Tanzania, and China.
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